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Rocklin Sierra Plaza 
 
Tree Associates works with property developers to achieve desired and required preservation of trees. 
 
We provide tree inventories, prognoses for tree preservation, preservation specifications, recommendations for design 
modifications, on-site monitoring and guidance, and injury treatment. 
 
Our work on the development of Rocklin Sierra Plaza in Rocklin, California is presented here as an example of this 
type of work. 

 

First we performed a 
comprehensive 
survey of the site's 
trees - their species, 
size, and condition. 
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The tree survey was compiled into a data table that 
contains tree species, size, health and structural condition 
ratings, calculated Tree Protection Zone, and 
recommendations for remediation of any significant 
defects found.  Some trees were recommended for removal 
based on this initial assessment, due to poor health or 
structural conditions. 

Next, a preliminary Development Impact 
Analysis was performed for each tree, 
based on a review of construction plans 
and tree data.  This brief analysis 
describes proposed construction activities, 
their potential impacts on the trees, and 
estimates of the resulting prognoses for 
the trees. 

 

Tree Associates then provided recommended modifications to the plans, to 
decrease construction impacts to retained trees.  In this project, retaining 
walls were moved and a roadway was relocated to provide more protected 
area for the trees.  The client also decided to preserve only the native oaks, 
which reduced plan changes while meeting the requirements of the city 
ordinance. 

Pre-Construction Meeting - prior to the beginning of site work, Tree Associates met at the site with the property 
developer, engineer, primary and sub-contractors, and local agency representatives.  The purposes of pre-construction 
meetings are: to make sure everybody is "on the same page" with regard to how impacts to the trees will be minimized; 
to bring up and discuss any last-minute design changes that may affect the trees; and to discuss any compromises that 
may be necessary to address those changes or to facilitate construction. 
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Construction Monitoring - Tree Associates worked closely with the contractor's 
personnel during construction within the Tree Protection Zone to assist in avoiding 
tree injury, to properly treat injuries (such as root damage) that occurred, and to 
document the extent of injuries so that the prognosis for trees could be revised as 
necessary.  In this process we always strive to maintain a balance between 
reasonable tree protection and getting the job done, and we try to minimize any 
disruption or delay of construction. 

In-Process Memoranda - During monitoring we may observe site conditions that need attention.  For example, in 
this case we noted that the trees needed additional irrigation to compensate for exposed soil and root loss.  We provide 
memoranda to site owners and managers as such issues arise, to enable them to respond to needs in a timely and 
effective manner. 
 
Certification - Many governing agencies require a letter of certification describing the developer's compliance with 
tree preservation regulations.  When the project is completed Tree Associates will provide a summary of our project 
activities and updated prognoses for the trees to satisfy this requirement. 
 
 
 
 
 


